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Essential Understandings, Content Standards and Benchmarks
	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Economics: Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
	Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.


	The availability and distribution of resources varies across regions.

Inventors often create a new product or service based on consumer problems, needs, and demand. 

Businesses need a supply of resources to create their goods and services. 

Producers use human (free/slave), capital and natural resources to make their goods and services.

	
	The economic system in a region affects goods and services.


	The government uses tax dollars as resources to provide some of our goods and services.

The interaction of wants, needs, and resources creates an economic system.

Governments determine different aspects of an economic system.

	History: The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
	Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
	Differing viewpoints may lead to revolution or civil war if conflicts cannot be resolved or compromise reached.

Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

The United States of America came into being because of differences in religious, social, economic, and political viewpoints.

Specific individuals, ideas, chance events and specific decisions have an impact on history.

Historical accounts are subject to change based on newly uncovered records and information.

Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Civics: People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens. 
	Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.


	Thinkers and philosophers have proposed political principles and experimented with various systems of government.

When a government does not serve the common good it will ultimately be overthrown.

	
	The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy.
	The United States Constitution  allocates power and responsibility in the government.

Laws are made by following a process that provides for checks, balances, and negotiations.

The United States was founded on a set of principles derived from earlier governments and political philosophies.

	
	United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities
	Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities and privileges.

The American Revolution was driven by a need to secure the rights of citizens and declare the responsibility of participation in the government.

	
	Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.

	Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Culture: The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
	The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.


	The United States is composed of regions that share similar cultural practices as well as unique characteristics.



	
	The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world. 


	Periods of movement, cooperation, interdependence and conflict may result when two or more cultures or groups of people interact. 

Multicultural groups have contributed to the fabric of modern American society.

	
	People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 


	Groups of people move for various reasons

The various groups of people who settled in the various regions of the United States have cultural practices that have impacted and changed other cultures




	Geography: Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
	Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.


	Places in the United States are characterized by specific landforms, bodies of water, and physical features.



	
	Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics. 


	US regional or sectional differences became apparent as people moved westward.

	
	The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified. 


	The US is part of the continent of North America.

Absolute locations within North America can be determined by identifying latitude and longitude. 

Boundaries can be both natural and political.

Borders can change and maps be redrawn for a variety of reasons.

	
	Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
	Competition over resources led to multiple conflicts.

Changes in the way the land was used had a major impact, both positive and negative, on the physical environment.



	
	People, goods and ideas move from place to place.


	People expanded Westward for economic, political, social and religious reasons.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Essential Understandings
	Content Standards
	Benchmarks

	Social Studies Inquiry and Literacy: Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to 

be applied to societal issues.


	Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
	Select a topic for research and ask questions to identify sub-topics 

Identify key words, develop and apply search strategies

Identify and obtain information from a variety of texts 

Identify main ideas and supporting evidence

Distinguish between relevant and irrelevant information

Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion
Use appropriate graphic organizers,  begin to use maps and charts

Begin to use a variety of appropriate note-taking strategies

Create a product that demonstrates understanding of information

Cite sources of information


	
	Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
	Communicate feelings, beliefs, and content knowledge 

Listen actively and build upon the ideas of others

Work cooperatively and productively within a group while displaying the District Core Ethical Values

Perform varied roles in groups




	
	Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.
	Examine problems and explore solutions

Begin to distinguish between fact and opinion

Compare and contrast ideas and concepts

Identify cause and effect relationships 

Recognize that different people have different points of view

Construct and interpret charts, graphs and narratives 

Examine and explain own thinking
Be aware of current events and how they relate to other aspects of history and social studies.



Grade 5: Causes of the Revolution
	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
4. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
5. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
3. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

4. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us..
5. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
6. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
7. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
8. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: Why did the colonists separate from Great Britain?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Different viewpoints may lead to revolution or civil war if conflicts cannot be resolved or compromises reached.

· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· The United States of America came into being because of differences in religions, social, economic and political viewpoints.

· Specific individuals, ideas, chance events and decisions have an impact on history.

· Thinkers and philosophers have proposed political principles and experimented with various systems of government.

· When a government does not serve the common good it will ultimately be overthrown.

· The government uses tax dollars as resources to provide some of our goods and services.
	Know the political causes of the Revolution

· French and Indian War

· Proclamation of 1763

· Violations of personal freedoms (i.e. Zenger trial)

· Stamp Act, Townshend Acts, Intolerable Acts

	
	Know the economic causes of the Revolution

· Taxation without representation (i.e. Declaratory Acts)

· Stamp Act, Townshend Acts

	
	Know the cultural causes of the Revolution

· Development of colonial identity

· Lack of communication and transportation technology

	
	Know the attempts made to resolve the conflicts and why they failed
· Boycotts/protests

· Petitions (verbal and written)
· First Continental Congress

	
	Know how the varying points of view (loyalists, patriots, regional differences, religious differences) contributed to the political, economic and cultural conflicts

	
	Read and interpret thematic maps related to the causes of the Revolution

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the causes of the Revolution


	Suggested Strategies
	· non-fiction reading

· point of view

· comparing data using tables

· cause and effect

	Suggested Assessments
	· cause and effect

· timeline

· unit test

	Suggested Resources
	· The King’s M&M’s; Jean Fritz books; textbook; reader’s theater; Liberty’s Kids

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Microsoft Excel for data comparisons

	Content Vocabulary
	· revolution, patriot, loyalist, boycott, petition, protest, taxation, representation, congress, declaration, act


Grade 5: Achieving Independence
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
2. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
3. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
2. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

3. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
4. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
5. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did the colonists gain their independence?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Different viewpoints may lead to revolution or civil war if conflicts cannot be resolved or compromises reached.

· The United States of America came into being because of differences in religions, social, economic and political viewpoints.

· Specific individuals, ideas, chance events and decisions have an impact on history.

· Thinkers and philosophers have proposed political principles and experimented with various systems of government.

· When a government does not serve the common good it will ultimately be overthrown.
	Know the early armed conflicts that led to a push toward independence: Lexington, Concord, Bunker Hill

	
	Understand the struggle of the colonists to unify in order to gain independence

	
	Know the role of the Second Continental Congress

	
	Know the purpose, importance, and basic principles (life, liberty, pursuit of happiness, right to overthrow the government) of the Declaration of Independence

	
	Know the challenges faced by the Continental Army (Valley Forge, etc.)

	
	Know significant battles that were turning points in the war: Saratoga, Yorktown, Trenton, Valley Forge

	
	Know the role played by other countries and groups (Hessians, French)

	
	Read and interpret thematic maps related to the drive toward independence

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the drive toward independence


	Suggested Strategies
	· non-fiction reading

· simulations

· compare and contrast

	Suggested Assessments
	· compare and contrast

· timelines

· unit tests

	Suggested Resources
	· textbook; historical fiction (The Fighting Ground, George Washington’s Socks); reader’s theater

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· research projects

· PowerPoint

· Google Earth

	Content Vocabulary
	· independence, liberty, Hessian


Grade 5: Constitution
	Essential Understandings: 

1. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
2. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.
3. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
2. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

3. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

4. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.
5. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
6. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
7. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
8. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Questions(s):

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Individuals and groups in the same time and place may view events differently because of religion, social and economic status, and political viewpoint.

· Democratic government requires protection of personal liberties and individual rights. 

· Shared values including assumptions about the role of government can change over time as a result of cultural or economic change.

· The Constitution provides for a federal system of government in which power is shared between the states and the national government. 

· The national government includes executive, legislative, and judicial branches which have both expressed and implied powers. 

· A constitutional system of checks and balances gives each of the three branches of government ways to limit the power of the other branches. 

· Citizenship comes with rights, responsibilities, and privileges.

· Citizens have the right and duty to thoughtfully and clearly express their views in the public forum.
	Know how the Articles of Confederation formed the first central government

	
	Know why the Articles of Confederation needed to change in order to empower the central government

	
	Know how the Constitution was written and the compromises that contributed to the final document

	
	Know the responsibilities of the three branches of the government and the system of checks and balances

	
	Know how the Constitution can be changed

· Bill of Rights
· Additional amendments

	
	Know the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

	
	Identify connections between current events and the rights and responsibilities of citizens 

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the Constitution.


	Suggested Strategies
	· current events (political)

· classroom Congress simulation

· compare and contrast

	Suggested Assessments
	· unit test

· expository writing (most important amendment/why)

	Suggested Resources
	· Shhh We’re Writing the Constitution (Fritz); Funny but You Don’t Look 200 (video); We the People (text)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· www.senate.gov; www.house.gov; web searches 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Articles of Confederation, Constitution, Bill of Rights, amendment, compromise, citizenship, checks and balances, executive, legislative, judicial


Grade 5: Growth of a Young Nation
	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.
2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.
3. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.
4. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.
5. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
4. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

5. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

6. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

7. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.
8. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified
9. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.
10. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.
11. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.
12. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.
13. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did growth in population, geographic area, industrialization and economic diversity challenge the unity of the new nation?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· The US is composed of regions that share similar cultural practices as well as unique characteristics.

· Periods of movement, cooperation, interdependence and conflict may result when two or more cultures of people interact.

· Multicultural groups have contributed to the fabric of modern American society.

· Groups of people move for various reasons.

· The various groups of people who settled in the various regions of the United States have cultural practices that have impacted and changed other cultures.

· US regional or sectional differences became apparent as people moved westward.

· Boundaries can be both natural and political.

· Borders can change and maps be redrawn for a variety of reasons.

· Competition over resources leads to multiple conflicts.

· Changes in the way land is used have a major impacyt, both positive and negative, on the physical environment.

· People expanded Westward for economic, political, social and religions reasons.

· The availability and distribution of resources varies across regions.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen in the history of the nation.
	Understand migration patterns in the young nation (through 1850)

	
	Know the stages of geographic expansion (1780-1850)

· Northwest Territory

· Louisiana Purchase

· Oregon Trail

	
	Know the impact of geographic expansion on Native Americans

	
	Know the major economic changes that occurred as the country expanded

· Industrial Revolution/increased economic opportunity

· Agricultural priorities: commercial vs. subsistence

· Slavery

· International trade and emergence as a world power

	
	Know how changes in transportation (canals, steamboats, railroad) helped the country to expand and become industrialized.

	
	Know the unresolved conflicts that ultimately led to civil war

	
	Apply geography skills to the study of the growing nation

	
	Apply social studies inquiry skills to the study of the growing nation


	Suggested Strategies
	· regional tall tales and foods

· regional studies and shares

· 1830’s simulation

· field trip: Sturbridge Village

· pioneer simulation

· biographies

	Suggested Assessments
	· diary entries

· unit test

· geography map assessments

	Suggested Resources
	· Sturbridge Village materials; Interact Pioneer Unit; primary source documents; Mill Times video

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· PowerPoint (research projects)

· SMARTBoard (triangle trade)

	Content Vocabulary
	· territory, expansion, industry (industrial), free market, agriculture
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